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Summary Report of Annual Conference and Development Forum of APEC Cooperation 

Network on Green Supply Chain 2017 

 

On July 7th 2017, Annual Conference and Development Forum of APEC Cooperation Network 

on Green Supply Chain (GSCNET) 2017 was held in Beijing with the aim to improve GSCNET 

and foster the green development and connectivity of the Asia-Pacific region.  

The Conference was hosted by China-ASEAN Environmental Cooperation Center and APEC 

Cooperation Network on Green Supply Chain Tianjin Pilot Center, and organized by Tianjin 

Green Supply Chain Service Center. The Conference was also supported by Good 

Environmental Choice Australia (GECA), Korea Environmental Industry and Technology 

Institute (KEITI), APEC Study Center of Nankai University, Center for Environmental 

Certification of Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP), China Building Materials 

Circulation Association, ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, CAV+S (Chile) and 

CEL Consulting (Vietnam). Song Xiaozhi, Deputy Director-General of the Department of 

International Cooperation of MEP, inaugurated the conference and gave the opening speech. 

More than one hundred representatives of environmental and trade authorities and other 

organizations and companies from ten APEC economies (Australia, People’s Republic of China, 

Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam), 

attended the conference. 

With the theme of “Build APEC Cooperation Network on Green Supply Chain, Promote 

Regional Green Development and Connectivity”, the Conference was designed to enhance 

capacity building of the APEC economies on green supply chain management, improve the 

cooperation network on green supply chain by information sharing and exchange, promote 

connectivity and sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region and implement relevant 

initiatives proposed by APEC Leaders. The Conference disseminated the efforts and 

achievements made by APEC economies on promoting GSCNET and ecological civilization. 

The Conference deepened mutual understanding of APEC economies and came up with 

valuable recommendations on cooperation which is conducive to further progress on GSCNET 

and green development in the Asia-Pacific region.  

 

I. Overview  

The Conference featured in-depth discussions about the progress on APEC GSCNET, 

international practices in green supply chain management, green supply chain policies and 

excellent cases in APEC economies. It is composed of four sessions – Opening Ceremony, 

Work Reports on APEC GSCNET, Best Practices on Green Supply Chain Shared by 

Representatives of APEC Economies and Closing Ceremony. Two sub-forums was held 

afterwards which focused on the practices and development of green supply chain in industries. 

1. Opening Ceremony 

At the opening ceremony, Song Xiaozhi, Deputy Director-General of the Department of 

International Cooperation of MEP, gave the opening speech, followed by representatives of 
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Tianjin Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mexican Embassy 

in China, Department of Policies, Laws and Regulations of Ministry of Environmental 

Protection and Standardization Administration of China as well as Marie Aquia, Chair of APEC 

Committee on Trade and Investment. 

In her opening speech. Mme. Song Xiaozhi reviewed the progress on APEC GSCNET. She 

stressed that the second annual conference in Beijing this year represented another momentous 

event for sharing practical experience and facilitating GSCNET. Mme. Song pointed out that 

the concept of green supply chain has been increasingly valued and applied worldwide. Green 

development has become an international consensus and the common goal pursued by relevant 

economies. The relevant policies of green supply chain management have been implemented 

in China. For instance, National Plan on Environmental Improvements for the 13th Five-Year 

Plan Period includes the development of green supply chain as a key move to propel supply-

side structural reform; and Work Plan on Promoting Green Manufacturing Projects released by 

Ministry of Environmental Protection of China proposes the institutional building of green 

supply chain. In the meanwhile, green supply chain pilot projects in Tianjin, Shanghai and 

Dongguan have achieved positive progress and results. As more domestic are pursuing the UN 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, new opportunities for green supply chain, a specific 

tool for green development, and the international cooperation on it are arriving. In view of this, 

Mme. Song wished that the economies could actively share practices in green supply chain 

management. On the future work of GSCNET, she presented three recommendations. First, to 

develop the mechanism for GSCNET expert group and finalize the operating mechanism of 

expert group as soon as possible so as to provide economies with technical support for green 

supply chain management. Second, to encourage more economies to create GSCNET pilot 

centers and explore innovated cooperation models. Third, to conduct more extensive exchanges 

so as to expand the application of green supply chain management and to promote the 

exemplary cases of international cooperation. 

The representative of Tianjin Development and Reform Commission commended the 

assistance provided by Tianjin Pilot Center in the development of green supply chain 

regulations and research on green supply chain standards as well as the Center’s efforts to build 

the bilingual website of APEC GSCNET. 

The representative of the Department of International Economic Affairs of Ministry of Foreign 

affairs stated that APEC has been playing a critical role in green development and regional 

cooperation. APEC GSCNET especially highlights the relationship between environment and 

economic development. In the past two years, GSCNET has improved gradually thanks to the 

efforts to establish working mechanism and carry out capacity building. The focus in the future 

should be to bring in more stakeholders, strengthen GSCNET’s influence and advance capacity 

building. 

Jorge Millán, Economic Counsellor of Representative Office of the Secretariat of Economy of 

Mexico to the People´s Republic of China, said that Mexico has put in place a public policy 

system in matters of the global value chain, including the national development plan released 

in 2013, which was devised to improve productivity, attract foreign investment, boost 

innovation, advance technology, enhance the performance of industrial chain and facilitate free 
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trade. In addition, the Mexican government is pushing forward industrial development with a 

string of programs for corporate productivity and competitiveness, including innovation 

program, supplier development program, regionalization program and human capital program. 

The representative of Department of Policies, Laws and Regulations of Ministry of 

Environmental Protection said that, by interfacing production with consumption, green supply 

chain assumes a crucial role in leading consumers to green consumption. He believed that green 

supply chain should encourage all the responsible parties to collectively participate in the 

fulfillment of obligations for environmental protection, and in particular, the enterprises are 

obliged to promote green development by disclosing environmental information and 

establishing green management mechanism. 

Cui Gang, Vice-Administrator of Standardization Administration of China, pointed out that 

standardization is a key component of the domestic governance system. Taking standardization 

seriously, the Chinese government is accelerating the development of a new standard system 

where the standards set by the government and those by the market coordinate and supplement 

each other. He suggested that the future cooperation under the APEC framework should focus 

more on the formulation, revision and implementation of green standards and the international 

cooperation on green standards. 

Marie Aquia, Chair of APEC Committee on Trade and Investment, said that the private sector 

is an important participant in environmental cooperation. The closer cooperation among private 

enterprises, government, NGO and academia could not only boost green development but also 

benefit innovation, green technology and resource efficiency by providing more knowledge, 

skills and experience to enterprises and research institutes. She believes that government should 

create a favorable policy environment by ways of financial allocation, policy tool, standard 

setting and IPR protection so as to promote green supply chain management and enable the 

enterprises to thrive. Mme. Aquia highly commended China’s contribution to environmental 

protection and green development in the existing international context. Many countries had 

already begun to emphasize developing green supply chain, and she proposed to extent China 

experience in green supply china to other countries in Asia-Pacific regional.  

2. Work Reports on APEC GSCNET 

This session was moderated by China-ASEAN Environmental Cooperation Center. Colleagues 

from China-ASEAN Environmental Cooperation Center and Good Environmental Choice 

Australia shared the work they have done in China and Australia respectively. Representatives 

from Environmental Defense Fund and APEC Cooperation Network on Green Supply Chain 

Tianjin Pilot Center made progress reports on the international practices in green supply chain. 

At first, China-ASEAN Environmental Cooperation Center introduced the progress of 

GSCNET. Since the creation of APEC GSCNET in 2014, positive progress has been achieved 

in the policymaking and standard setting of green supply chain, and the practices in green 

supply chain management have been advanced by both local and industrial pilot programs. As 

an important element in the “One Belt, One Road” initiative, green supply chain will be 

implemented through strengthened cooperation. In the future, APEC GSCNET will step up 

efforts on deepening cooperation, enlarging network and expanding partnership, and more 
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efforts will be devoted to the development of standards and evaluation system. China-ASEAN 

Environmental Cooperation Center will continue to provide support for GSCNET. 

Shaila Divakarl from Good Environmental Choice Australia (GECA) introduced the progress 

of GECA and the Australian government. She said, the application of Product Lifecycle 

Management in procurement has become a trend in Australia where local governments have 

taken actions to propel the trend. At present, the Australian government is carrying forward the 

legislative process in the area. 

Zhang Jianyu, China Program Director of Environmental Defense Fund, introduced the 

practices of American companies in green supply chain management by reference to Walmart. 

He said, the US promotes green supply chain with enterprise voluntary cooperation program, 

federal acquisition and fiscal policies of the Congress. He also noted that well-developed 

policies have already been put in place at both the federal and state levels to underlie the 

implementation of green supply chain. 

Mu Lingling, General Manager of APEC Cooperation Network on Green Supply Chain Tianjin 

Pilot Center, said Tianjin, home to the first pilot center, has taken the lead in developing 

GSCNET. Using green supply chain management system as a handle, the Center harnesses the 

power of both government and market, and thereupon provides one-stop solutions to the city, 

industrial parks and enterprises that help overcome their challenges in green development. Mme. 

Mu reviewed the work of Tianjin Pilot Center from four perspectives. First, the Center carried 

out capacity building to increase the connectivity of green supply chain and has been scaling it 

up continually; second, the Center initiated the plan to develop nearly 20 policies which 

stipulate that the development of green supply chain should be led by government but driven 

by market, and the policies set out the working mechanism and form a complete institutional 

system for green supply chain; third, the Center explored the sustained solution to the 

localization of green supply chain which uses green procurement as a leverage to force suppliers 

to enhance their environmental and resource performance; fourth, the Center acted as a bridge 

to expand cooperation on both domestic and international levels. Then, Mme. Mu announced 

the release of Progress Report on Feasibility Study of Green Procurement Tool (GPT) and 

Research Report on Green Credit Rating Methods for Construction Companies, and the launch 

of Standard Commodity Storage and Transportation Registration Platform. The Platform was 

supported by Tianjin Government and used to register commodity storage and transportation in 

China. 

3. Best Practices in Green Supply Chain Shared by Representatives of APEC Economies 

This session was moderated by APEC Cooperation Network on Green Supply Chain Tianjin 

Pilot Center. The representatives attending the session believed that the Conference provided a 

great opportunity for mutual exchange and learning of policies, actions and practices in green 

development and transformation. They wished that there would be a regular mechanism for 

information sharing in the future. Representatives from Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam shared their progress and practices in green supply chain and 

green development. 

Mr. Someno Kenji from Japan introduced the two major actions taken by Japan to push ahead 
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with supply chain management. First, value chain management. Japan boosts its green 

development by improving legislation, including Law on Green Procurement, eco-friendly 

common laws and Law on Environmental Reporting. Second, product chain management. 

Japan has formulated six laws on product recycling which, together with Law on Green 

Procurement, constitute a complete regulatory system. 

Aileen Anunciacion Roa Zosa, Executive Vice President of Bases Conversion and 

Development Authority, introduced what the Philippines has done in green building, energy 

management system and innovative development citing the case of New Clark City Project. 

She said, the Philippines has embedded the concept of sustainable and green supply chain in 

innovative development with the aim to regulate R＆D, production, processing and retail 

activities effectively. 

Chan Tze Hao Anthony from Ministry of Environment and Nature Resources of Singapore 

shared the practices and experience of Singapore in increasing energy efficiency and water 

efficiency, reducing the use of packing material, consumer education and cooperation between 

government and enterprise. In Singapore, enterprise, as the biggest energy consumer and 

greenhouse gas polluter, was the key to energy efficiency and water efficiency. Therefore, the 

Singaporean government developed a system to assess the energy efficiency of enterprises. The 

government also created a packing benchmarking database to reduce the use of packing material 

by enterprises and enhance the environmental awareness of consumers. In 2021, Singapore will 

implement the mandatory requirements for packing material. 

Jutharat Ahchawarattaworn and Poontaree Chuanchuen from Department of Primary Industries 

and Mines, Ministry of Industry of Thailand, introduced the best practices of Thailand in green 

development. In Thailand, sustainable consumption and sustainable production are regulated 

separately by two independent departments. The pollution control authority of Thailand 

develops production standards and issues green labels, while the environmental quality 

promotion authority is responsible for relevant administration and incentive policies. With 

respect to green supply chain management, Thailand adopts the green industry certification 

system with five grades and has created a KPI system covering finance, value and environment. 

In addition, Thailand is carry out delicacy management by measuring product carbon footprint.  

Sabariah Ghazali, Director of Minstry of International Trade and Industry of Malaysia, 

introduced the production of green products in Malaysia. In order to increase the 

competitiveness and public awareness of green products, the Malaysian government relies on 

its enterprise and industrial development guidelines to guide the enterprises to provide green 

products and conduct capacity building. The government pushes forward the work at two levels 

-- sustainable production and services, and sustainable consumption. The Malaysian 

representative pointed out that it will be necessary to integrate sustainable consumption, 

sustainable production, sustainable development goals with green supply chain, and suggested 

more attention to the links between green supply chain and the Paris Agreement. 

Nguyen Anh Tuan from Ministry of Industry and Trade of Vietnam said, small and medium-

size enterprises in Vietnam are lacking in the knowledge of green supply chain and unaware of 

the role they can play. Therefore, it is of great importance to raise the public awareness. 
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4. Summary 

In the concluding remarks, Zhang Jieqing, Deputy Director General of the China-ASEAN 

Environmental Protection Center, pointed out that with the adoption of UN SDGs and signing 

of the Paris Agreement, the landscape of global sustainable development and international 

environmental governance has changed drastically with green and low-carbon development 

being given more prominence worldwide, which stands a good chance for the development of 

green supply chain. It is in this international context that APEC GSCNET is making steady 

progress. She wished that the work on green supply chain could benefit China’s supply-side 

structural reform and positively contribute to the achievement of energy conservation, emission 

reduction and environmental improvement. 

 

II. Outcomes of the Conference 

The following concrete outcomes are achieved during the Conference: 

1. The Conference created a platform for policy dialogue and information sharing and lays the 

foundation for further cooperation on APEC GSCNET among economies. The policy 

information and practical experience about green development and green supply chain 

management shared by the representatives of economies have enhanced their mutual 

understanding and established a good basis for future partnership and collaboration towards the 

green transformation and sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region. 

2. The Conference identified the opportunities and challenges of the economies in promoting 

green development through green supply chain cooperation, pointing to the direction in which 

pragmatic cooperation can proceed in the future. Thanks to the extensive participation of 

environmental, trade and other authorities from APEC economies, the cooperation networks 

among APEC economies are taking shape. In the future, it will continue the conversations and 

cooperation with the economies and make the best of the expert group of the cooperation 

network so as to expand the scope of cooperation and innovate the models of cooperation. By 

doing so, we wish to contribute more to the green transformation in the region and the 

achievement of green and sustainable development goals in APEC economies.  

3. APEC GSCNET will promote green development and transformation to enhance the 

influence of APEC's cooperation network on green supply chain and set the stage for an 

improved network. 

4. During the conference, CAEC unveiled the green supply chain index system for e-commerce 

logistics based on previous surveys. The system is used to assess the degree to which the express 

delivery industry is green, which funded by CAEC and focused on domestic e-commerce 

delivery. The index system contains over 50 indicators on packing, transshipment, 

transportation, delivery and recycling. In assessing environmental performance, energy 

performance and resource utilization of enterprises, the system also considers the assessment 

results of upstream product and service providers. The system aims to blaze new trails to 

address the issues of pollution and resource reuse in e-commerce delivery. 

5. During the conference, Tianjin Pilot Center launched the Standard Commodity Storage and 
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Transportation Registration Platform, on which food and coal information will be registered 

first, signed a strategic cooperation agreement with ICLEI- Local Governments for 

Sustainability and released Progress Report on Feasibility Study of Green Procurement Tool 

(GPT) and Research Report on Green Credit Rating Methods for Construction Companies. 

 

III. Recommendations for Future Work 

In light of the outcomes of the Conference, the following recommendations are made: 

First, to develop the mechanism of GSCNET expert group and enlarge its scale. The operating 

mechanism of expert group should be considered carefully and the collaborative research on 

green supply chain, green production and consumption, and green trade should be explored in 

order to provide economies with technical support for green supply chain management. 

Meanwhile, by keeping in touch with liaison offices of economies, we should encourage more 

economies to nominate members of expert group. The Report on the Development of Green 

Supply Chain in the Asia-Pacific Region written by the expert group will be released during 

Annual Conference of APEC Cooperation Network on Green Supply Chain 2018.  

Second, to facilitate the creation of more pilot centers by pressing more economies to create 

their GSCNET pilot centers. The experience of pilot centers in Tianjin, Australia and South 

Korea should be disseminated and shared broadly and innovated cooperation models should be 

explored. At the same time, technical support should be extended to the new pilot centers and 

exchanges among pilot centers should be promoted. 

Third, to make green supply chain management acknowledged and applied more widely 

through extensive exchanges. The partnerships of APEC GSCNET with relevant international 

organizations, research institutes and enterprises should be fostered, which should be more 

relevant and conducive to green development, green manufacturing and improvement of water, 

air and soil. More pilot demonstrations should be carried out. 


